
  

 

Curtis Community Connection 

January 8th, 2017   Curtis HS is US News & World Report’s 2016 Best Public High School in Pierce County! 

Important Dates 

Jan EOC make-ups 1/10, 
1/12, and 1/13 

Jan 11th – School Board 
Meeting, 6:30, Sunset 
Primary 

Jan 16th – No School, 
Martin Luther King, Jr 
Day 

Jan 25th - 27th Early 
Dismissal 11:45 AM, 
Finals Schedule 

Jan 27th – Last day of 1st  
semester  

Jan 30th – 1st day of 
Second Semester 

Feb 1st – Spring Sports 
Parent Information/ 
Coaches’ Meetings, CHS 
Theater, 7 PM 

Feb 2nd – District Choir 
Festival, CJHS Gym, 7 PM 

Feb 8th – Board Meeting, 
Secondary Board Report, 
CJHS Library, 6:30 PM 

Feb 9th – District 
Orchestra Festival, CJHS, 
7 PM 

Feb 11th – Daddy-
Daughter Dance, CHS 
Cafeteria, 6:30 – 9:00 PM 

Feb 15th – District Band 
Festival, CHS 
Gymnasium, 7 PM 

Happy New Year! 
Hello CHS Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome to what I know will be a fantastic 2017 at Curtis Senior High School.  

Although the calendar begins anew, January brings with it many important end 

points at CHS, including EOC make-up tests and 1st semester finals. 

We are experiencing some cold weather; please ensure students leave for 

school in the morning dressed warmly.  The great news is days are becoming 
longer and spring is right around the corner  

If I or any member of our team can do anything to help you or your child, 

please do not hesitate to contact any one of us.  We enjoy partnering with you 

for your child’s successes at CHS. 

Warmly,  

Tom Adams, CHS Principal   

We Enjoy Partnering with our Families  
We know effective, positive partnerships between parents/guardians and CHS 

team members enable higher degrees of student success.   

We have 12 school days before finals begin; these days are crucial to student 

success.  The CHS team will be working diligently to ensure all students are 

prepared for finals, and we ask for your help.   

There are many tests and papers due between now and January 27th.  Teachers 

are also telling students when missing work for each class is due.   

Students can maximize success by attending class each day, completing all 

assigned work, studying for tests, and when necessary staying after school to 

ask questions and receive extra help in courses.   

Please check Skyward Family Access and teacher websites to ensure you know 

what assignments, if any, need to be turned in.  If any are missing, please 

encourage your student to turn them in to teachers ASAP. 

We appreciate your support; thank you all for being part of our University Place, 

University Place School District, and CHS families. 

CHS Band and Orchestra students go to D.C.                                          
CHS Band and Orchestra students will be heading to Washington D.C. to play in 

a music festival and attend the Presidential Inauguration.  King 5 News is doing 

a story on the students; stay tuned to hear and watch more about this fantastic 

opportunity and experience. 



Feb 20 – 24th – No School 
– Mid-winter Break 

Feb 27th - 1st day of 
Spring Sports 

Curtis Senior 
High School 

8425 40th St W 
University Place, WA 
98466 

Phone: 253-566-5710 

Fax: 253-566-5626  

Attendance: 253-566-
5715 

Guidance/Counseling: 
253-566-5713 

Athletics/Facilities: 
253-566-5718 

On the Web: 
www.upsd.wednet.edu  
Click on the “Schools” 
tab and click on 
“Curtis High School” 

 

 

Finals Schedule for the week 1/23 – 1/27 
Our 1st semester finals schedule sets up this way: 

 

Time Wednesday 1/25 Thursday 1/26 Friday 1/27 

6:30 – 7:25 0-hour final 1 0-hour final 2 No 0-hour finals 

7:30 – 7:40 Review/Passing Review/Passing Review/Passing 

7:40 – 9:20 3rd period final 1st period final 2nd period final 

9:20 – 9:30 Review/Passing Review/Passing Review/Passing 

9:30 – 11:10 4th period final 5th period final 6th period final 

11:15 – 11:45 Lunch Lunch Lunch 

11:45 AM Early Release Early Release Early Release 

 

Monday 1/23 and Tuesday 1/24 are regular school days.  Please contact the 

counseling office if you have any questions about finals.  

UPSD Quarterly Dialog Newspaper                                                  
The quarterly UPSD Dialog Newspaper arrived in December.  If you have not 

already had the chance, I encourage you to read it and check out the fantastic 

items related to UPSD and CHS.   

 

A few highlights include: 

*Biographies on our two new assistant principals 

*The names and a group photograph of this year’s CHS Elizabeth Wesley Youth 

Merit Incentive Award Winners (referenced in October’s Curtis Community 

Connection) 

*The names and a group photograph of the year’s CHS National Merit 

Semifinalists (also referenced in October’s CCC) 

*A breakdown of our and the district schools’ remarkable achievement data  

 

It’s the last bullet on which I would like to expand.   

 

There are a number of outstanding daily accomplishments at CHS.  We have 

exceptional academic, athletic, service, and performing arts programs with 

corresponding achievement scores, of which we are most proud.   

 

We believe success is measured one student at a time, and the positive 

experience at CHS of each individual and family is important to us.  Our team is 

committed to partnering with you to ensure your student is a competent, 

contributing citizen who perseveres with determination and integrity to achieve 

excellence.  Please let us know how we can help you or your student succeed at 

CHS.           

Viking Variety Show 1/19 and 1/20  
Please join us at CHS for the annual Viking Variety Show.  This talent show 

encompasses many CHS students performing magic, comedy, singing songs, 

dancing, and many other creative displays. 

 

The shows begin at 7 PM in the CHS Theater both nights.  Please visit our 

website for more information on tickets or plan on buying them at the door on 

one or both of the nights.   

 

We look forward to seeing you and your entire family in a few weeks to watch 

and support our amazing students!   

http://www.upsd.wednet.edu/


Upcoming Early 
Release Dates:         

January 11th – 11:45 
AM 

January 25th – 27th 
11:45 AM  

February 1st - 11:45 
AM 

February 15th – 11:45 
AM 

March 8th – 11:45 AM  

“In partnership with 
our families and 
community, CHS 
ensures all students 
are competent, 
contributing citizens 
who persevere with 
determination and 
integrity to achieve 
excellence.” 

End Of Course Make-ups                                           
This week we have the End of Course make-up exams for those students who 

need to pass the assessments to fulfill graduation requirements.  Biology is on 

Tuesday 1/10, Algebra is on Thursday 1/12, and Geometry is on Friday 1/13.  

All tests will be given in the CHS Cafeteria and will begin at 7:30 AM. 

 

If your student needs to test, he or she received notes and other reminders 

here at school, and you should have received a letter in the mail.  Please 

contact your student’s counselor if you have any questions about the EOC 

make-up exams.     

“Core 24” Credit Requirements for Sophomores                                           
Many of you have heard or read the term “Core 24” – but may need more 

information.   

 

CHS students in the class of 2019 (sophomores) and CJHS students in the class 

of 2020 (freshmen) must acquire 24 high school credits to graduate on-time.  

By comparison, CHS students in the classes of 2017 and 2018 must acquire 22 

high school credits to graduate.   

 

How do credits and classes work?  A regular semester schedule contains six 

classes worth .5 (or 1/2) credit.  Each year beginning in 9th grade, students 

take two semesters of classes for high school credit.  In a 6-period day over 

four years, they have an opportunity to earn 24 credits (the new requirement).   

 

The important difference between current sophomores/freshmen and 

juniors/seniors is if a current sophomore or freshmen fails a course, 

they are behind in credits for on-time graduation.  If a current junior or 

senior fails a course, they are not necessarily behind in credits (although other 

factors come into play) to graduate on-time. 

 

If you have a student in the class of 2019 or beyond and that failed or does fail 

a class, the student will have to recover that credit to graduate on-time.   

 

If your student requires an opportunity to make-up credit, we will contact both 

you and your student with further options and information.   

Daddy Daughter Dance – February 11th at CHS 

The CHS ASB proudly is proudly carrying on the tradition of the annual UP Daddy Daughter Dance.  All 

daughters and dads (or dad substitutes) are welcome for this fun-filled night.  The dance will run from 

6:30 – 9 PM and includes a photo booth, refreshments, and great music for all to enjoy.  

 

Registration is open at www.upsd.wednet.edu.  Look for the link on the CHS homepage – directions to 

the website are in this newsletter – or you can come to the CHS Student Accounts office M – F between 

7 AM and 3 PM.   

 

For more information, please contact Brittany Bibby in the CHS Student Accounts office at 566-5710 

ext. 2160, or email her at bbibby@upsd.wednet.edu.   

http://www.upsd.wednet.edu/
mailto:bbibby@upsd.wednet.edu


 FAFSA Workshop for Seniors (Class of 2017) and Parents 

Attention parents of graduating seniors of the Class of 2017.  CHS’s College and Career Readiness 

Center (The CCRC, Room 103 below the main office) is hosting a FAFSA workshop on Wednesday, 

January 18th from 5:00 – 7:00 PM.  FAFSA is an acronym for Free Application for Federal Student Aid.   

Many universities have a priority deadline for financial aid and scholarships, including: 

UW Seattle and Tacoma – January 15th   

WSU, WWU, The Evergreen State College – January 31st  

CWU and EWU – February 1st  

TCC – March 15th  

For more information about this night and other programs, please contact the Career and College 

Readiness Counselor Mike Tompkins via email at mtompkins@upsd.wednet.edu, or via phone at 566-

5710, ext. 2103. 

 

Friday 1/13 CHS Observes Temperance and Good Citizenship Day  

Temperance and Good Citizenship Day (observed Friday 1/13th) enables us to recognize and emphasize 

the rights and duties of citizenship.  We encourage all students, staff, and community partners to 

register to vote and participate in the democratic process. 

Each year, we bring in a representative from the Pierce County Auditor’s Office to register all eligible 

18-year old Civics and AP Government students to vote.  Each January we have voter registration 

materials available in the main office for community members to register to vote. 

I encourage you all to register to vote if you have not done so already.  For more information, please 

visit https://wei.sos.wa.gov/agency/osos/en/voters/pages/register_to_vote.aspx or stop by our main 

office.      

 

UPSD Non-discrimination Statement 

The University Place School District complies with all federal and state laws, rules, and regulations and does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, national origin (including language), sex, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, 
creed, religion, age, veteran or military status, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a 
disability in student education programs, co-curricular activities, and employment practices.  The district is an equal 
opportunity/affirmative action employer encouraging application of qualified minorities, women, and disabled persons for 
employment and other opportunities.   

University Place School District is committed to providing access to all District programs and activities and provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. For elevator access at school sites, contact the principal’s office.  The 
University Place School District is a drug-free/smoke-free work place and educational setting.   
Direct inquiries regarding compliance, grievance, or appeal procedures, or concerns involving students, should be made to the 

District Affirmative Action Officer/Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator/ Title IX Officer/HIB Compliance Officer, Executive Director 

of Secondary Education, Lainey Mathews, lmathews@upsd.wednet.edu; or Section 504/FAPE/ADA concerns should be made to 

Director of Special Services, Maria Hetland. mhetland@upsd.wednet.edu.   

Both can be contacted at (253) 566-5600, 3717 Grandview Drive West, University Place, WA                                                            

https://wei.sos.wa.gov/agency/osos/en/voters/pages/register_to_vote.aspx

